
File No: EC-01(95)/2024
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Issued by the State Environment Impact Assessment 

Authority(SEIAA), UTTARAKHAND)

***

Dated 11/03/2024

To,

BHUWAN UPADHYAY
BHUWAN UPADHYAY
Village- Kholi, Post- Chaunra, Tehsil- Bageshwar, District- Bageshwar, Uttarakhand, Sawaar, 
CHAMOLI, UTTARAKHAND, 246424
upadhyaybhuwan45@gmail.com

Subject: Grant of EC under the provision of the EIA Notification 2006-regarding.

Sir/Madam,
This is in reference to your application for Grant of EC under the provision of the EIA Notification 
2006-regarding in respect of project Reappraisal of DEIAA EC- Sawaar Soapstone Mining Lease, at a 
part of Village- Sawaar, Tehsil- Tharali, District- Chamoli, Uttarakhand, Project Area:- 4.547 Hectare, 
Project Proponent:- Sh. Bhuwan Chandra Upadhyay, Village- Kholi, Post- Chaunra, District- 
Bageshwar, Uttarakhand. submitted to Ministry vide proposal number SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024 dated 
11/03/2024.

2. The particulars of the proposal are as below :

(i) EC Identification No. EC24C0000UK5228872N

(ii) File No. EC-01(95)/2024

(iii) Clearance Type EC

(iv) Category B2

(v) Project/Activity Included Schedule No. 1(a) Mining of minerals

(vii) Name of Project

Reappraisal of DEIAA EC- Sawaar Soapstone 
Mining Lease, at a part of Village- Sawaar, Tehsil- 
Tharali, District- Chamoli, Uttarakhand, Project 
Area:- 4.547 Hectare, Project Proponent:- Sh. 
Bhuwan Chandra Upadhyay, Village- Kholi, Post- 
Chaunra, District- Bageshwar, Uttarakhand.

(viii) Name of Company/Organization BHUWAN UPADHYAY

(ix) Location of Project (District, State) CHAMOLI, UTTARAKHAND

(x) Issuing Authority SEIAA

(xii) Applicability of General Conditions no

(xiii) Applicability of Specific Conditions no
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In view of the particulars given in the Para 1 above, the project proposal interalia including Form-1(Part A and B) were 
submitted to the Ministry for an appraisal by the State Environment Impact AssessmentAuthority(SEIAA) Appraisal 
Committee (SEIAA) in the Ministry under the provision of EIA notification 2006 and its subsequent amendments.

3. 

The above-mentioned proposal has been considered by State Environment Impact AssessmentAuthority(SEIAA) 
Appraisal Committee of SEIAA in the meeting held on 01/03/2024. The minutes of the meeting and all the Application 
and documents submitted [(viz. Form-1 Part A, Part B, Part C EIA, EMP)] are available on PARIVESH portal which 
can be accessed by scanning the QR Code above.

4. 

The brief about configuration of plant/equipment, products and byproducts and salient features of the project along 
with environment settings, as submitted by the Project proponent in Form-1 (Part A, B and C)/EIA & EMP 
Reports/presented during SEIAA are annexed to this EC as Annexure (1).

5. 

The SEIAA, in its meeting held on 01/03/2024, based on information & clarifications provided by the project 
proponent and after detailed deliberations recommended the proposal for grant of EC under the provision of EIA 
Notification, 2006 and as amended thereof subject to stipulation of specific and general conditions as detailed in 
Annexure (2).

6. 

The SEIAA has examined the proposal in accordance with the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 
2006 & further amendments thereto and after accepting the recommendations of the State Environment Impact 
AssessmentAuthority(SEIAA) Appraisal Committee hereby decided to grant EC for instant proposal of M/s. 
BHUWAN UPADHYAY under the provisions of EIA Notification, 2006 and as amended thereof.

7. 

The Ministry reserves the right to stipulate additional conditions, if found necessary.8. 

The EC to the aforementioned project is under provisions of EIA Notification, 2006. It does not tantamount to 
approvals/consent/permissions etc. required to be obtained under any other Act/Rule/regulation. The Project Proponent 
is under obligation to obtain approvals /clearances under any other Acts/ Regulations or Statutes, as applicable, to the 
project.

9. 

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.10. 

Copy To
N/A

Annexure 1

Standard EC Conditions for (Mining of minerals)

1. Statutory Compliance

S. No EC Conditions

1.1
This Environmental Clearance (EC) is subject to orders/ judgment of Hon’ble Supreme Court of 
India, Hon’ble High Court, Hon’ble NGT and any other Court of Law, Common Cause Conditions 
as may be applicable.

Additional EC Conditions
1- Pre –Operation
1. The project proponent should advertise with basic details at least in two widely circulated local newspapers, within 
seven (7) days of the receipt of the clearance letter informing that the project has been accorded environmental clearance 
by the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Dehradun and a copy of the same be sent to the Regional Office 
of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India located at 25 Subhash, Road Dehradun.
2. The legal status of the mining lease area shall remain unchanged and the Environment Clearance shall remain co-
terminus with lease period. The mined lease area shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the 
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proposal.
3. The mining/extraction of soapstone shall not be done without approved mine plan from designated authority. The mine 
plan should be revised every 5 years and no fresh mine plan shall be prepared without site inspection by designated 
authority. A copy of this shall be submitted to SEIAA.
4. The boundary of the mined lease area shall be demarcated on ground by erecting pillars, each inscribed with its serial 
number, DGPS coordinates, forward and back bearing, and distance from adjoining pillars etc. This demarcation will be 
ensured by the Revenue Department. A bench mark will be established to monitor depth of the mining. A safety zone of 
7.5 mt (surrounding the mine site) shall be left free from mining.
5. The mining area shall be properly fenced to avoid any indvertment entry into the mining pit. There will be one 
entry gate of mine which will be manual and barricade under supervision of watch man.
6. The project proponent should submit route map before start of the work to this office. There shall be no change 
in the route after the submission. This shall be done within one month.
7. Socio-economic study shall be done in detail in the 10 km radius area of the mine. The questioners should be site 
specific and shall be repeated after three years. The indicator, sample etc for the study shall be clearly marked this 
shall be done in next three months and submitted to SEIAA, Uttarakhand.
8. The flora of core area is in the 500 mt radius of the mine shall be again noted and the report shall be submitted 
to SEIAA within three months.
9. In the plantation activity plants shall be planted on the advice of local DFO. Preference will be to shrubs and 
grasses.
10. Disaster management plan shall be made and submitted to SEIAA, Adequate provision of fund shall be given. 
This plan shall be submitted within three months.
11. In the 7.5 meter width safety zone local shrubs like berberis agave spp, mulberry will be planted at the 1.5 mt spacing. 
Minimum two rows will be planted around the mine.
12. The project proponent shall submit the compliance pertaining to the checklist provided in Govt. of India, 
MoEF&CC O.M. No- IA3-22/11/2023-IA.III(E-208230) dated- 28.04.2023
13. The project proponent has submitted completely filled up form-2 as per MoEF&CC OM dated 15.12.2021, pre-
feasibility report as per MOEF&CC guideline, approved mine plan and district survey report.
14. The sustainable mining management guideline 2016 and enforcement and monitoring guideline for sand mining 
2020 is not applicable as the proposed project is for soapstone mining.
15. No forest land is involved in the mining lease area.
16. The project proponent and ACO informed that there is no eco-sensitive zone and eco-sensitive area, national 
parks, wild life sanctuary, water bodies with in the mine lease area. However, the committee recommend that the 
project proponent shall submit ecological sensitivity certificate for 10 Km. radius.
17. The wildlife conservation plan for Schedule-I species has been prepared and submitted to forest department 
vide letter dated- 02.02.2024.
18. Proposal of regressing in the mining area and other disturbed area due to the mining activity is not applicable 
as project proponent informed that till date no mining activity is being carried out and furnished the dead rent 
submission notice from Geology & Mining Department, Chamoli vide letter dated- 05.09.2023.
19. The project proponent shall submit an affidavit duly notarized indicating that no litigation is pending against 
the said project proposal.
20. The project proponent shall submit authentic list of flora & fauna along with six monthly compliance report.
21. The Project Proponent shall ensure that the issues/concerns raised during public consultation are addressed 
amicably.
22. The Project Proponent shall submit a detail of the socio-economic status of the villages falling within 10.0 Km 
radius of the project area.
23. Project Proponent shall provide Rs 3.0 lakh for modernizing Chemistry/Biology Lab of nearby Govt. Inter 
College and submit documentary evidence to SEIAA along with six monthly compliance report.
24. Project Proponent shall carryout impact assessment study for aquatic fauna along with mitigation measures 
and submit documentary evidence to SEIAA along with six monthly compliance report.
25. Project Proponent shall inform to SEIAA in case of change of evacuation plan.
2. General Conditions
16. The project proponent shall ensure proper collection, treatment and disposal of mule excrete. Rest room for mule shall 
be provided.
3- Conditions for operation phase
1. Bore core hole drilling shall be carried out upto adequate depth to ascertain the grade of material. This shall be carried 
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out in this first year and report should be submitted to SEIAA along with six monthly compliance report.
2. Overall pit slope shall not be more than 300 and bench slope shall not exceed 680 .

3. Gradient of haul road shall be 1:16.
4. 10 mt barrier zone should be done on both side of nalla, depression passing through the area and shall be 
restricted zone for mining.
5. Gravity retaining wall width 1.5 m and 1.0 mt height shall also be erected at the base of back field pit and at the 
base and side of dump and all along the nalla to control siltation into nallah.
6. Maintenance and cleaning of check dam shall be carried out regularly.’
7. The over burder/inter burden will be dumped separately towards slope of working pit secured with gravity 
retaining wall.
8. Hanging of loose boulders shall be removed from mine faces.
9. The storage of mined material should be done in the leased area only. The mined material should be covered by 
taurpauline.
10. The mule dung should be cleared and shall be put in separate pits and should be covered a layer of soil. Care shall be 
taken that there shall be no leaching from this site.
11. The mining shall be carried out by as per approved mine plan without adopting drilling and blasting operation. The 
use of hand held mechanically driven equipment is permitted. The use of any electrically driven machinery shall remain 
prohibited and only hand held tools shall be used for extraction of the mineral.
12. Soapstone mining shall be carried out during sunrise to sunset period only. It shall not involve felling of trees and 
clearance of vegetation. There shall be no permanent construction at the site except temporary erection of first aid room, 
office, store, drinking water shed, rest shelter etc.
13. The process of mining and quantity of extractable mineral and subsequently progressive mine closure shall be as per 
the approved mine plan. The mining operation shall be carried out from as per the approved mine plan by formation of 
benching pattern. The maximum height of benches shall not exceed 1.5 mt and ultimate pit slope shall be kept as per the 
approved mining plan.
14. The maximum permissible depth for mining of soapstone shall not exceed 6 meters or depth of ground water table 
whichever is less. During first five years of mining lease the depth of mining shall not exceed 3 meters. Mining beyond 6 
meters will be considered after site visit by SEAC.
15. Extraction of minor mineral is permitted from 1st October of every year to 15th June of the subsequent year. It shall be 
ensured that no mining activity is carried out during the monsoon season.
16. Reclamation of the mine lease area shall be through back filling, stabilization and cultivation. The waste and top soil 
generated during mining shall be temporarily stacked in external dump which will be subsequently vacated and back filled 
in mined out pits. The waste generated in the area will be backfilled during rains and land made suitable for cultivation. 
Back filling shall be done in a retreating manner from as per the approved mine plan. Mining activity and back filling shall 
be done simultaneously once space is available. External dumps shall be made in one corner of the area.
17. No disturbance to natural drainage system around the mining lease area shall be done. No mixing of wastes is allowed. 
The dump site shall be kept away from the nearby nallahs/water bodies and maintained at a distance of at least 100 meters. 
The external dump shall be protected against slide/slip by adopting suitable mechanical and vegetative measures. 
Proponent should construct a retaining wall, along the nallah side, with suitable height to protect soil erosion. The 
construction of toe wall, having width and height 1 meter check dam and planting of grass species/soil binding dwarf 
species in dump yard shall be done.
18. The project proponent shall undertake transportation of mineral from pit head to read head manually or by mule. 
Further it shall strictly adhere to the norms of Transport Department in refraining from use of polluting and less fuel-
efficient vehicles for transporting extracted minerals to final destination. There shall be no over loading of vehicles as 
against standard norms fixed by Central Government/State Government/Hon’ble Courts from time to time.
19. The project proponent shall regulate and maintain record of the quantity of soapstone extracted during a season. The 
monitoring shall be ensured by Mines Department/District Administration from time to time. They shall use the path as 
given in the project.
20. Data on ambient air quality (RPM, SPM,so2, No2 should regularly submitted to SEIAA, Regional office MOEF&CC 
subhash road, Dehradun and the UKPCB once in six months.
21. The transportation of the materials shall be limited to day hours only.
22. The proponent shall erect eco-friendly mobile toilets for the workforce at site and shall ensure disposal of solid waste 
as per the existing provisions/rules/guidelines.
24. The project proponent shall follow all safety measures for labour force engaged in accordance with relevant 
Acts/Rules.
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25. The project proponent shall prepare the plan of mining in conformity with the mine lease conditions and the Rules 
prescribed in this regard thereby clearly delineating the ‘No Work Zone’ in the mine lease area i.e. at least 100 mt distance 
from Nallahs/Water Bodies, bridges, educational institution or structures of historical importance.
26. Effective safeguard measures, such as regular water sprinkling shall be carried out in critical areas prone to air 
pollution and having high levels of particulate matter such as loading and unloading point and all transfer points. It shall 
be ensured that the Ambient Air Quality parameters conform to the norms prescribed by the Central Pollution Control 
Board in this regard.
27. The project proponent shall provide protective respiratory devices to workers working in dusty areas and they shall 
also be provided with adequate training and information on safety and health aspects. Periodical medical examination of 
the workers engaged in the project shall be carried out and records maintained.
28. The project proponent shall ensure compliance to provisions of the all Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guidelines, for the 
time being in force, as applicable to the project
29. Project proponent will strictly comply with EMP/EIA.
30. Project proponent will have to submit EMP/EIA report to Mining Department (Lessee) and Pollution Control Board 
before getting work order/Consent to Established or Operate.
31. The project proponent shall submit half yearly compliance report of stipulated conditions of Environment Clearance in 
soft copy through PARIVESH PORTAL given link: https://parivesh.nic.in.
4- Entire Operation
3. The dump site shall be kept away from the nearby nallahs/water bodies and maintained at a distance of at least 100 
meters. The external dump shall be protected against slide/slip by adopting suitable mechanical and vegetative measures. 
The construction of toe wall, check dam and planting of grass species/soil binding dwarf species in dump yard shall be 
done as given in mining plan.
4. The project proponent shall undertake transportation of mineral from pit head to road head manually or by mule. 
Further it shall strictly adhere to the norms of Transport Department in refraining from use of polluting and less fuel-
efficient vehicles for transporting extracted minerals to final destination. There shall be no over loading of vehicles as 
against standard norms fixed by Central Government/State Government/Hon’ble Courts from time to time. There shall be 
no change in transport route without the approval of SEIAA, Uttarakhand.
5. The project proponent shall regulate and maintain record of the quantity of Soapstone extracted during a season. The 
monitoring shall be ensured by Mines Department/District Administration from time to time.
6. There shall be no labour camp in the mining lease area for the labour engaged in mining of Soapstone. The labour 
engaged in mining shall be provided free fuel wood/alternate source of energy to avoid any pressure on adjoining forest 
land.
7. The project proponent shall formulate a transparent and unbiased procedure for engagement of labourers for sustainable 
extraction of the minerals from the mining lease area. The project proponent shall ensure that maximum local labour be 
engaged and hence employment opportunity provided. The project proponent shall follow all safety measures for labour 
force engaged in accordance with relevant Acts/Rules.
12. The ministry or any other competent authority may alter/modify the above conditions or stipulate any further condition 
in the interest of Environment Protection.
13. Concealing factual data or submission of false/fabricated information/data and failure to comply with of any 
conditions mentioned above may result in withdrawal of this clearance and attract action under the provisions of the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
14. If it is found that if conditions laid down by the Authority are violated, the Authority may suspend or cancel this 
Environmental Clearance.
5- Specific Conditions:- (To be followed by Director Industry, Geology and Mining Unit, Govt. of Uttarakhand).
1. Mining and Geology department of the State Government should recalculate the maximum production levels and 
inform the Authority accordingly.

Annexure 2

Details of Products & By-products

Page 5 of 13Page 5 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024



Name of the product /By-
product

Product / By-
product

Quantity Unit
Mode of Transport / 

Transmission

Remarks 
(eg. CAS 
number)

Soapstone Soapstone 16185
Tons per Annum 
(TPA)

Road
Production 
Capacity 
16185 TPA

Page 6 of 13Page 6 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024



Page 7 of 13Page 7 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024



Page 8 of 13Page 8 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024



Page 9 of 13Page 9 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024



Page 10 of 13Page 10 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024



Page 11 of 13Page 11 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024



Page 12 of 13Page 12 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024



Page 13 of 13Page 13 of 13SIA/UK/MIN/459074/2024


		2024-03-11T16:15:29+0530




