
File No.: JKEAC/2024/55
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Issued by the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority(SEIAA), 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR)

***

Dated 24/12/2024

To,

CHOUDHARY ZAHEER
CHOUDHARY ZAHEER
zahirchoudhary55@gmail.com

Subject: Extension in validity of prior Environmental Clearance (EC) dated granted to the project under the 
provision of the EIA Notification 2006 and as amended thereof regarding.

Sir/Madam,
This is in reference to your application submitted to Ministry vide proposal number 
SIA/JK/MIN/488412/2024 dated 10/09/2024 for an extension in validity of prior Environmental 
Clearance (EC) granted to the project under the provision of the EIA Notification 2006-and as amended 
thereof.

2. The particulars of the proposal are as below :

(i) Validity Extension Identification No. EC24B0107JK5770202N

(ii) File No. JKEAC/2024/55

(iii) Clearance Type Application for Validity Extension of EC- Form-6

(iv) Category B1

(v) Schedule No./ Project Activity 1(a) Mining of minerals

(vii) Name of Project

Minor Mineral (River Bed Mineral) Mining 
Project, Block-5/2 At Chenab River Downstream, 
Old Bridge Akhnoor, Village-Malpur, Tehsil-
Bhalwal, District- Jammu, J&K (U.T.)

(viii) Location of Project (District, State) JAMMU, JAMMU AND KASHMIR

(ix) Issuing Authority SEIAA

(x) EC date

(xi) Status of implementation of the project
Project is operational for complete 
components/units envisaged in the EC

(xiii) Whether any amendment to the earlier EC 
has been sought?

No
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In view of the particulars given in the Para 1 above, the project proposal interalia including Form-6 were submitted to 
the SEIAA under the provision of Para 9.0 of the EIA notification 2006 and its subsequent amendments. Details in 
Form 6 can be accessed from the PARIVESH portal by scanning the QR Code above.

3. 

The brief about the reasons for an extension of validity of EC, as submitted by the Project Proponent in Form-6 and 
presented during SEIAA is annexed to this letter as Annexure (1).

4. 

The above-mentioned proposal has been considered by SEIAA in the meeting held on 07/12/2024. The minutes of the 
meeting and all the project documents are available on PARIVESH portal which can be accessed by scanning the QR 
Code above.

5. 

The SEIAA, in its meeting held on 07/12/2024 based on information & clarifications provided by the project 
proponent and after detailed deliberations recommended the proposal for extension in validity in Environment 
Clearance under the provision of EIA Notification, 2006 and as amended thereof.

6. 

The SEIAA has examined the proposal in accordance with the provisions contained in the Para 9 of Environment 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006 & further amendments thereto and based on the  
recommendations of the State Environment Impact AssessmentAuthority(SEIAA) Appraisal Committee hereby 
accords Extension in Validity of Environment Clearance for the instant proposal of M/s. CHOUDHARY ZAHEER 
under the provisions of EIA Notification, 2006 and as amended thereof subject to compliance of EC conditions, 
general instructions issued vide EC letter dated and EC identification number SIA/JK/MIN/488412/2024

7. 

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority8. 

Annexure 1

1. Specific Conditions

S. No EC Conditions

1 The Project Proponent must obtain NOCs from competent authority of all the concerned 
stake holder departments /Joint Inspection Report prior to grant of formal Environmental 
Clearance (EC). The EC shall be subject to strict compliance of conditions of the NOCs 
issued by the stake holder departments.

2 The cremation ground if any in the vicinity be properly demarcated and left undisturbed and 
its map showing geographical coordinates be submitted to JKEIAA before issuance of 
formal EC. Besides, map showing extraction route bypassing village settlements and 
agricultural/horticultural land as far as possible be submitted to the JKEIAA before formal 
grant of EC.

3 The maximum exploitation of the RBM from the mining block shall be as per approved 
mining plan or as per revised mining plan to be approved by competent authority 
denovo within the prescribed area and depth recommended by the JK Expert Appraisal 
Committee, as the case may be and whichever is less. Mining depth mentioned above the 
recommended depth by JKEAC, if mentioned anywhere in any of the submitted documents 
whether by mistake or otherwise, shall be treated as omitted.

4 A green belt shall be developed under close supervision of the local panchayat.
5 The river bed material shall be sold to the local population within radial distance of 2 kms 

from the mine site for residential construction purpose at 50% concessional rates.
6 The formal lease shall be granted only after the Project Proponent deposits the funds 

earmarked under EMP / CER in a separate account to be opened for the purpose and funds 
be utilized in coordination with DFO, Social Forestry Dept. and concerned Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO)under supervision of local Panchayat Head. The funds earmarked for CSR 
shall also be utilized in accordance with CSR Policy Rules.

1.1
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S. No EC Conditions

7 All the provisions of Minor Mineral Rules sanctioned under SRO105 with all amendments 
with respect to pertinent provisions of the legal framework relating to progressive mine 
closure shall be complied by the Project Proponent.

8 This Environmental Clearance is subject to final outcome of any litigation pending before 
Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, Hon’ble High Court of Jammu & Kashmir, Hon’ble NGT, 
or any other Court of Law, if any, as may be applicable to this project.

9 This Environmental Clearance is without prejudice to the standing instructions /orders from 
the competent authorities in the MoEF&CC, GoI and the UT of J&K w.r.t river bed mining 
activity.

10 An inspection Committee comprising of Additional Dy. Commissioner, District Mineral 
Officer, representative of Pollution Control Board, Executive Engineer Irrigation & Flood 
Control Dept., Executive Engineer, PHE( Jalshakti) Dept. and District Fisheries Officer shall 
monitor the implementation of the EMP and also certify at the end of each monsoon, that 
sufficient replenishment of the minor mineral has taken place during monsoon and further 
mining in the mining block shall not adversely affect the hydrological and ecological settings 
in the area.

11 The Project Proponent shall take all precautionary measures during mining operations for 
conservation and protection of endangered fauna and flora in the area.

12 Masks and PPE shall be provided to the workers in view of COVID-19.
13 Social distancing norms and other standard operating procedures relating to COVID-19 shall 

be followed during mining activity.
14 The plan worked out and expenditure made under Occupational Health should be undertaken 

in consultation with the Local Health Institution/PHC/Sub-Centre for utilization for the 
health and welfare of the local workers involved in mining activity and villagers living in the 
close vicinity. Regular Medical checkups and free medicines shall be provided under the 
fund.

15 The Project Proponent must ensure that the biological clock of the villagers in the vicinity of 
the project is not disturbed by any unauthorized night operations and all measures must be 
taken for keeping the noise levels within prescribed levels.

16 Provision shall be kept for housing of the labour force, toilets, facilities for cooking, safe 
water, health care, crèche etc. for the labour force.

17 A final Mine closure Plan along with details of Corpus fund shall be communicated to the 
MoEF&CC in advance for approval.

18 The top soil in case of surface land mining shall be temporarily stored at the designated / 
appropriate site and concurrently used for land reclamation.

19 The mining operations shall be undertaken in a systematic manner so that it does not damage 
the aesthetic view of the area.

20 Adequate steps should be taken to check soil erosion and engineering structures shall be 
raised wherever required. The mining shall be restricted to 3/4th of the width of the 
river/riverlet or 7.5 m(inward) from river bank but upto 10% of the width of the river. While 
calculating targeted mineral production and while formulating the mining plan, the project 
proponent shall ensure that the area for removal of minerals shall not exceed 60% of the 
mine lease area, and any deviation or relaxation in this regard shall be adequately supported 
by the scientific report in accordance with Sand Mining Monitoring & Enforcement 
Guidelines of 2020.

21 The compliance report shall be submitted at Integrated Regional Office of the MoEF&CC at 
Jammu with a copy to the Regulatory Authority.

22 The mining activity should in no case go beyond the area as mentioned in the Letter of Intent 
or Environmental clearance letter, whichever is less and a buffer area is maintained such that 
the slopes of adjoining area does not get disturbed.
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S. No EC Conditions

23 All the provisions made and restrictions imposed as covered in the Minor Mineral Rules, 
shall be complied with, particularly regarding Environment Management Practices and its 
fund management.

24 The recommendations made in the District Survey Report on sustainable mining practices if 
any shall be complied.

25 The mining shall be done in bench form with maximum bench height within the mining 
depth as prescribed by the Expert Appraisal Committee

26 Mining should be initiated only after installation of signboards with demarcation pillars 
indicating the geo-coordinates of the plot as mentioned in the letter of intent, measurements 
(length /breadth) and should be laid in presence of the authorized official of the Geology & 
Mining Department. All vertices /corners of the mining block must be marked with concrete 
pillars of size 0.5mtx0.5mt x2.5mts (2.5 mts. is the depth below the NSL).The demarcation 
pillars site should mention the specific EC conditions and contact details of concerned 
authorities responsible for monitoring of compliance of EC conditions/district 
administration/Police at four corners of the mining block prominently on a large size durable 
display board for enabling the public to inform the authorities in case of violation of the EC 
conditions. The display board with details shall be maintained in perfect order throughout the 
period of lease/mining.

27 There should be no change in the method of excavation and quantity of minerals to be 
extracted.

28 The EC holder shall keep a correct account of quantity of mineral mined out, dispatched 
from the mine, mode of transport, registration number of vehicle, person in-charge of vehicle 
and mine plan. This should be produced before officers concerned for inspection.

29 The access to mining site should be controlled in a way that vehicles carrying mineral from 
that area are tracked and accounted for in accordance with standing guidelines issued by the 
Govt.

30 The Geology & Mining Department should use technology like Bar Coding, Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT), Web based and ICT enabled services, mobile SMS App 
etc. to account for weight of mineral being taken out of the plot and the number of trucks 
moving out with the mineral.

31 The PP should ensure no agriculture land in the area is used for any storage of sand or gets 
damaged due to any other transportation activity. Where ever, damages to agricultural land, 
assets or human or bovine life by way of plying of trollies and tippers etc. involved in 
transportation of minor mineral is reported, the Project Proponent shall pay adequate 
compensation with penalty to the effected persons as to be fixed up by the competent 
authority.

32 Waste generated will be collected on regular basis and will be disposed as per the Municipal 
Solid Waste Management (Management & Handling) Rule 2000 and its subsequent 
amendments.

33 Spring sources should not be affected due to mining activities. Necessary Protection 
measures are to be incorporated.

34 The mineral transportation shall be carried out through covered trucks only and the vehicles 
carrying the mineral shall not be overloaded.

35 Overloading of trucks and trolleys will be avoided.
36 All the instructions from authorities representing various government departments having 

stakes shall be complied with during the mining operations.
37 Haul road will be kept wide, compact and water spraying will be done. It shall be properly 

maintain by the PP and restored to original position after mining. Axel load on the roads 
should not exceed the prescribed load as per IRC
Restricted working hours. Mining operation has to be carried out between 6 am to 7 pm. 38
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S. No EC Conditions

During day light. Mining operations shall not be allowed at night.
39 No overhangs shall be allowed to be formed due to mining and mining shall not be allowed 

in area where subsidence of rocks is likely to occur due to steep angle of slope. Mining 
activity shall not be avoided in rainy season

40 Vehicles used for transportation of material are to be permitted only with fitness and PUC 
Certificates.

41 There shall be no extraction of stone / boulder in landslide prone areas.
42 Adequate facility for drinking water and toilets should be provided for the workers.
43 There should be controlled clearance of overground vegetation to be undertaken.
44 Transport of mineral will not be done through villages / habitations and any private 

productive or waste land.
45 Deep drilled handpump with sufficient funding provision should be earmarked for providing 

drinking facility to the labour force.
46 Recommendations of National Institute for Labour for ensuring good occupational 

environment for mine workers would also be adopted.
47 The PP shall be responsible for enforcement of COVID-19 standard operating procedures 

and guidelines with respect to safety of workers involved in the mining activity.
48 Project Proponent shall ensure that the road may not be damaged due to transportation of the 

mineral and transport of minerals will be as per IRC relevant guidelines if any in this regard.
49 Health and safety of workers should be taken care of. They should also be provided training 

in safety and health care aspects.
50 Junction at takeoff point of approach road with main road be properly developed with proper 

width and geometry required for safe movement of traffic by concession holder at his own 
cost.

51 No stacking shall be allowed on road side along National Highway or any public road.
52 Concealing of any information/data of submission of wrong/fabricated information by the 

Project Proponent and failure to comply with any of the above conditions may lead to 
withdrawal of the EC and attract action under the provisions of EP Act, 1986.

53 Mining shall be done manually. Semi-mechanised methods and use of heavy machinery 
like JCBs, Excavators/L&T hydraulic excavators etc. should not be allowed. Emphasis 
should be given to employment of locally available labour force to address the socio-
economic concerns of the locals. Mining plans may be revised accordingly.

54 The progressive mine closure shall be as per Rules in vogue. All actions relating to 
progressive mine closure shall be taken well in advance during the final year of mining so 
that the site is rehabilitated ecologically.

55 The reasonable concerns expressed by the local population during public hearing or 
otherwise shall be addressed by the Project Proponent. No blasting operations shall be 
allowed.

56 No mining activity shall be carried out in flowing water channel area within the mining 
block and adequate measures shall be taken to safeguard water quality and aquatic life 
including fisheries if available in the same.

57 The PP shall earmark funds strictly as per the agreed Environmental Management Plan to be 
spent on environmental monitoring, dust sprinkling, green belt development, rehabilitation of 
mined out area and landscaping/regressing and haulage route maintenance. The detailed 
updated plan shall be submitted to JKEIAA as per above deliberations before grant of formal 
EC, if desired by the JKEAC. Further, the CSR funds shall be earmarked and utilized as per 
CSR Rules.

58 The hydraulic structures/embankments /protection bunds shall not be disturbed /damaged 
during mining operations.

59 The alignment of the bank of the river and water shall not be changed in any case.
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S. No EC Conditions

60 The water way of the Nalla shall not be restricted.
61 The applicant is bound to abide by the J&K Water Resources (Regulation and Management) 

Act and Rules of 2011 and J&K Fisheries Act, 2016 and all other relevant Acts and Rules 
thereof.

62 The EC is subject to condition that the mining block is located on state land exclusively in 
river bed without any encumbrances of any sort.

63 Under CSR, within 2 km radial distance, activities like regular health check-up of local 
villagers once a week shall be undertaken with free medicines. Safe drinking water facility 
by way of renovation of existing tanks/wells, digging of new tube wells and installation of 
water filters shall be undertaken. Skill development trainings shall be organized for 
unemployed local youth. Further, construction of toilets in schools, solar street lighting, free 
distribution of books, note books, N95 masks, hand sanitizers and school bags among 
students within 2 km radius from the mine area shall be undertaken. Under EMP, with 2 kms 
radial distance from mine area; air, water, soil, noise pollution monitoring on half yearly 
basis, black topping of roads passing through villages and maintenance of haulage 
/extraction routes, water sprinkling, PPE to mine workers, bearing of school/college fee and 
allied costs on education of children of mine workers, bearing of all costs on 
aliments/healthcare of mine workers, creation of green belt by way of raising and 
maintenance of 2500 trees per hectare on land identified by DFO Social Forestry concerned 
in consultation with village panchayat during the period of mining, shall be undertaken.

64 The JKEIAA reserves the right to impose any other condition in the EC at any time during 
the period of mining lease. The JKEIAA reserves the right to revoke the EC in case any of 
the environmental clearance conditions are violated during the mining activity. Mere grant of 
Environmental Clearance does not entitle the Project Proponent for grant of mining lease 
unless he obtains all other clearances as required under other provisions of law.

65 The EC is subject to condition that the Project proponent shall not change the water course 
of the river and no mining activity shall be carried out in active channel area, if any in the 
mining block.

66 Wherever the PP has to transport the mined out material across shallow water creeks found 
inside the mining block, he shall lay Hume pipes of appropriate sizes for the purpose so as 
not to disturb the natural flow of water.

67 On the request of project proponent, the competent authority shall issue necessary 
corrigendum to the approved mining plan w.r.t mining depth and area excluding the active 
water channel /green patch/ flood control structures/maintenance of safe distance to 
bridges/hydraulic structures and quantification of the targeted mineral, if and whereever, 
recommended by the Expert Appraisal Committee.

68 The project proponent shall undertake an environmental audit at least once a year by a 
reputed third-party entity and report of such audit shall be placed in public domain.

69 To ensure that irrigation inlets are not left high and dry due to mining and resultant 
degradation of bed, the Project Proponent also must construct well-designed cut-off walls, 
stretching bank to bank, having depth 1.5 times the maximum scour depth below the bed 
level, both upstream and downstream, maintaining prescribed distance from irrigation inlet/s 
as per guidelines.

70 The District Mineral Officer shall monitor the replenishment of the mined-out areas, traffic 
management, levels of production, river bank erosion, exit point of the site and instruct the 
Project proponent for initiating measures for mitigating environmental concerns.

71 The PP shall not sub-let the mining block to any third party without written approval from 
the JKEIAA
After ceasing the mining operations, the project proponent shall undertake re-grassing of the 
mining lease area and any other area which may have been disturbed due to mining activities 

72
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S. No EC Conditions

and restore the area to a condition fit for growth of flora, fauna and fodder as per rules in 
vogue.

73 The Project Proponent shall strictly adhere to the Sand Mining Guidelines of 2016 and 
Enforcement and Monitoring Guidelines of 2020 issued by the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change, GoI

74 An appeal against the EC shall lie with the Hon’ble NGT, if preferred within 30 days as 
prescribed under Section 16 of the NGT Act, 2010.

75 In the event any conflict in interpretation of Standard /General Conditions vis-a vis Specific 
Conditions, the Specific Conditions shall prevail.
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