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TN, I A TAGTY IRadT HATAT

1L
% feeett, 17 |14, 2025

FLIMT. 1223(31).—STaTeh, FT LR G TARTAT TG 3T T HATAT hl AT o TSI,
ST, AW I, @< 3, IUE< (i) H THRIIAT SATE=AAT F&AT F1.37. 1533 (3F), i@ 14 Fraaw, 2006,
(P& =9¥ =8 THTq 3T ATTEAAT Fgl TAT 8) T q@d A TRATSATeA & A7 7 Frhawerai &
=T AT =TT aRASATE AT FEEATA 6 AT AT e 9T g [Haed a9 a0 o $iw
T ATEEAT AT AT H ARATIT TRATSIATSA o (1T TF TATGLO(T AT ST HTAT Aard &7 & m
AT 9T,

AT Safeh, FT A 7 ATAGAAT TG AT FLA. 1224 (), @ 28 ATH, 2020 FRT I
srtergE=aT & affere-9 & A2 6 3l #< 7 7 qArtAd At 7, S =7 arai & qrer-ary, Hww RS
S o 92, qTeddrEd, ate & o arareer g & AR a1 A a1 @9 ((F0ET) F O ST 39w
TEIETE, AT 31T ATTaT TG4 o TS o o0 aiefi, Sarerat, Fae, s, 947 ofiT 7g<i i ST &iv
RfafeeT gq 1@ maTaiia 55 9T F3 8 ge T 7 F7 394 Fd &

AT Safeh, TP gia Ao 9 $w Fe=ar 160/2020 H e UH. TareT a9 9 69 ofiv®
q qTEE 28 7Feay, 2020 F A9 AT FIT TATEL0T, a9 3T T Taa" 7o1ad F qerg 28 974,
2020 FT FAaTiad SATE=T 9% AT A+ & Sia (A= T &7 Haer &3 om

1775 GI/2025 )
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ST STATeh, TP FRA SATEHTIT o S o ATATAT |, TL-FHITAT @A 3T Tl ATET 3T AATA=LT
g T Hetaa st e wtata F awwet ¥, F07 g 7 dw g F oo g e
& | qreT THET % Ic@ad & o7 3 ATER=eT i TIaar ® T8 F9 gq 8 Fred, 2022 F UH
FATAT ATIA T T ofie Afdse @me oo (377 i) § 929\, 26 g9rad, T, Taiar qeeT
ST T I 3T G % o0 UF AT\ E T TORAT ST & 8T 12 s, 2023 & UF o+
FTATAT ST F ATSAT |, TGLETT, AT 3T ATIST T+ F 39T F Jieql, Serrerdt, &, a3, 7ev
S gl T SO 3T ST-TEfedT & o srferg=eT Jear #1.87. 1224 (31), A 28 |1+, 2020 FRT Y&
FT TS IF TATACONT WY T STUeAT F e F FTE | TTSRTOT AT AT o)

T Tafh, ATFTHRAT F AT I=9qH ~ATATAT F THET Trael TH1eST 4T AT 99 UF 37T
oftdi=r & fferer srfier 5T 1628-1629/2021 I it oY 3% Wi § g2 AT * ST TT Fva 1T I
T SATEEEAT HEAT AT, 3840(37) AT 30 3Ted 2023 FIXT It ATSHAAT & TIIrE-9 T 7T 6 ¥ 7
7§ TH rerT | ey AT 6 Taw ' Y T g2 9 g9y § 99T-gHT I S 9T9E SaTad TnRArst
ST TATAL AT SUTAT o SATATAT & TeT eI T ST AT 21 3, 2023 &l UF FHATAT ATAT AT
ST o o, e gefaa siererRat i ari 8 e, 2022 37 12 TS, 2023 F FEATAT AT H
et AT ST TRATSH 37 T T qLeAT SUTHT I T HL o (Haer f&u 7w o)

Y SafF, AFAAT I=9q9 AT o fBfae srfie d@ear 1628-1629/2021 ¥ et UH. THhTeT
FATH 9T " ofivE F I 21 9T 2024 F F9A [T F qreAd F 99I-q9T 9% AT GOTAT 37
ATE=AT & TfrE-9 &t 7T "€ AT 6, F A AR T T@ F AT o7 & " qRIeE” 98 &
TRATIOT AR 6T AT § ST I agd STET § TIT Ic@A & (o0 TIATS ST aret! Sihar et aal
TS, TH YN HE 6 UF T g & R i =917 e TaTT F3A 7 v g S I o § [ g
ST AT % HIAETT & A=a8 14 FT 3o = Fdl &

T o9, AEAT I=9dH AT G 351U T THT qai 3T =Aarsit T FHTE T & (o0, 3%
ATEAAT | Helge gq WIEd & TSI, ST, A6 ||, @< 3, IU-u< (i) § Hea7 F1. oM. 3099 (1),
AT 2 3WTeq 2024 FIT U STET SATE=aT T i 7 =f, Sras s wanfaa g arer it safea,
H I ATET ATHAATH AATAY FleA AT TSI Al FTAAT SAAAT &l I8 FAT Al qE | 915
3T Y srafer  aT ST oY A =g & T,

T TAToh, ATAAT e IF AT, TATHAR F e Fri=rer (Fafaer) d=ar 29810/2024 & astia
TR Ud 97T I9T9 ATd 99 Ud I & ATaA T 5 [Fava<, 2024 F 29T gRT Feald aHT &l 2
ITEd, 2024 F YTET ATIGAAT HT TAATAT HERLOT THRITAT F2 7 e faar o, 5 F=g 9w 7
AT 3 ~ATATAT % AT % ATATAT | THTA, q 3T AT TRATT HATAT 6l JaHT2e ¥ qfaer
FaaTEe 9T 91 fGAt i safy F fiae aEsees it st 3 & o qe6ter sfeg=ar &+ 1
HAITAH ATATE THIAT 6T &;

AT STafh, I ATSGAATA & T o< # fafga sty & Ffae 9T ol 6w q2mar 97 el
LR FIT 9699 &9 F o= T @ g

Aq: A, Fra T TLHTT AT (Feron) srfarfaaw, 1986 (1986 =1 29) FY &y 3 &t ITLmT (1)
3T ITYWT (2) % @< (V) FT T& ATRIT HT TANT Fd g0 TAq@<0 (85eqon) [Faw, 1986 F R 5 %
Y= (3) F AT TTSd, WA TALHIT o JehTel e TATA 3T a9 HATAT il SATEEAT HEAT F1.37. 1533
(31), AT 14 v, 2006 § Fefefad s serg™ Fedr g, Tid:-

I ATEEEAT o, Tfre-9 #, -

(F) =6 AT THE HaATerq TATSAT F £ I Feferterd a2 d gtafa Tt o, soriq -—
6. AEF TRIAITATSA [T Areer fAg1 7 [Few50r a7 FiaT a7 Gae (F13037) TRI9T 14 F
[REITRT 91at & STqarerT % sreefi g’
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(@) uffere-13 & T, FMeferag TR st T ST, ;-
TRfIE- 14
(TRIF=- 9 #1 77 6 38)

1. Y qRASHTE A TRETHT- 9Rfre- 9 #Y 72 6 i T affers & warem & forw " aharsmra”
T AT & T qrEudreHl, I #iY {9 qREgT qrevered, T9Hit AT o qredt & fage i
g, e o 20,000 =9 Hex #F Sar & srfew qramer fagr F FeRdo a7 &ae a1 @|qq
(FTTIERT) T STTAT BT & =T =7 ATAg=AT F orehie g qataeofir /5 it srier 921 21 2l

2. Uaw qRIISTE & AT areor (A1 % w9 37 &iaT 31 @77 (F1<957) # [T 931a<0iT geEr

9T
(1) @1 s qRIiTrsn # faw 57 gRfae & [RefRa are 3377 913497 F7 9777 397 FT10777)

(2) 1@ SiFTT GidTa, e [H21 % [A w50 FrEaa 7 @7 (F1337) #1 T 11 TRITSTATA
F fa7 7d 7afa¥oig a7 37 a9, G5 & ST qTA] [ TAEaI0T GIRT F 9T F &7 F 57 GRIATF
ATET TATazvT GReT 3UTIT 1 aieafad #2911

3. HITF FHTGT Fi79T

1. T Giafq, fGad Aefatad aaeg aftqaa g (9 299 593 727q afffa #87 7371 8) 777 (2) F
Sfeataa fAfere gragel & srere g7 @4 @97 7RFre=T # faw v, @ifda a1 @faa #1 51 a4
FTAT GTETIOT A2 %1 7737 F7 17977 #3901

(%) F17 TRIISTHT TF & S69% FT-HeT H Hll g5 & al a1 #a#e< I7 ST qforege 1 ITH7T JiiaFa
gratare st T &< & 19T & 19 # 97 #7 7 51 7 3T-HeT Floeee (717 TRATTHT UF I7-HET
7w HAT &) - 76T

(@) 17T a7 STEIFRT IT ITFT ATIHT Flr - T,
(7T) TST JZTT [T IS 3 37T G177 FTEAFT T FETT [797 1S FT TF ATEFIT - T7E;
(%) ISreT @A SATEFIRT IT TgTIF [F=91% 97 37 [739% IT Y741 - Taeg-ar=aa

2. U qRIISTT, e [erg aremeor [Hg1 #7 [Fva9or 7 JiaT a7 @77 TET 8, # TRITTTT TEdraF
AT [A2] #T srafera a7 # [0 afifa #1 [Aeiatad 567 & Sraad #2971

afafa v e FL &g T
1 TRITSTAT F7 77T
()  TRFISAT %7 717;
(i)  FTA/GIST FT AT
(i)  redtFEa gar
2 TATHIT T AT
()  TRIISAT Ie713% T 7T
(iy =TT
(iy  war
(iv)  gieae o977 #is
(v) FFTarer
(Vi) #@rETIET 79T
(viiy  FFF AR,
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e gRITTAT T THIE:
s TRATSTAT FT T
() w7l I7 a7 97 GET 7q%;
(iy 7=
(i)  7gHIeT;
(v) e
A
(i) fATaie
(i)  TRIISAT IT TIALAE TIT F ST HIT
a7
(viiiy 5T gFeer 2T e gEar
(i)  2r97 #fiz #1 9143;

T17 TRITSTAT TFIEF 5T/ 75T &A1 F (#1797 #1 57T 751 8, T ITFT [Fa¢T

()  TsFi/ae =7 &=7 #1 aeqr for7q
TRIISTAT f@4TIT 1 g1

(i) 37 THT TT/aT TT AT T 77T TgT
TR [T &

FT gEqTiad TRIITT a1 77591 7 w4 T #1
TG (57/781) T1= 5T AT acaadl HiRr &

I T F1 FaledId TET & @iaq A1 [l Tl &

() w7l I7 a7 97 T 797
777’3;.

TEHIA;

7%/?77

T

a7 #ie

QO - DL

(i) @73 F 8779 3T FTaAT

(i)  97ediT gFeor 39T 2197 <fle a=qr

(v)  arar efiz 1 giarafT

V) Fh A

FT GTETII [AZT #1 STeTHaT (97 H1e< 8-

(Ta/aZi/ararr FamEr | T d

T | it a3 gFT giafa7 | gRIrsT
a27) (@7 H) | AT

&l GIE7d

fAvrtor % faw

T&1a/3TFTT
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(F 1 7)

arsa 1

grsc 2

qrze 3

9 giaa TgT #1 F &I

10 Fler 7% &1 Fiorarag d4978 (H1239):

11 YUSTT F [T [RETRT q17 7 &% (77 #123):

12 FTETT FUTAT % a7 T[T FaeT FT 37T

13 72 77 G T & SV

()  dgifa® (F7vr-1) srgaiaT #1 fafa;
(i) Fvalda &=;

(iiy 7/ a7 (FTOr-1)) TFHIET I7T 5T 4T -
HIT FTET TEIT

14, () U=t ers, AR AL AN

(i) oReET (I A emfer a8 2) %
v aFT T A A T,

(i) U FTed AT UL A T SFRT

15. ()  FAHTH A ITIRT T AT gFe. |

@iy  Ffr &

(i)  TFRTY/EST &,

(iv)  =TE/ATHETAE &,

(v) Tder 9o A,

(vi) HTHF-FEqET;

(vi)  S=T

(vii) =

(ix) &=,

(X) T

xi)y evx (R *);

(xi)  F

16. g T Ted (@ fagt & yeartag Aewdor § @) g#e. +
[a S, TRt o s g, e g, o= i, 7 9]

() =ATHE areAt AT g T AT TS

(i)  =f= TaTHeT ATetT, a7 aoaaeT sHiT
(FATR T THTIT AT )

(i) =TT 9z 9= o= AT E, 97 aoeeHt s
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(FATHY 3 97 TR T F AT SUTEY K
Y H FT0)

IR RIGRIELL
(TET= SUTEY F T H «970)

17. Wi g F ad fffrs o oo °

FATRIT g F ATHA §

()  TTT TET T TILT TTIEHTOT 6T Heq e,

(i) & gt F oo ol [ e
GECIRZIEAR RG]

18. - T AT © F A H07 ST

19. ari A &7 qatawoita Feaamefterar (g & oo arer @qer & 10 T % 237 )

() uTRfRafas gagmefiear &1 =2

arfeerfas qH A g @ [
Faaaefierar &1 =1 ()

ari R geasfierar ; (Wi & 7 ygfuq &=, #fd T 9 & ggiuq &,
Hferd e, TRt qaat &=, aeastig Ao, @)

(i)  OfITSAT JFaTaE T ATH

TEATE

ata

(3) \fAfa 427 4 ¥ IuafoTa GTEST F ATLTT T ATS il TLIEAT FIT AT TIRATSIAT TEqTaH T AT
fHgT &1 oo AT & e # gEa O B srEeT 9 g & are | are fodqt & ftaw v ar
Ffers Ffeaa =t & Rerar S =96t 2l

4. AT GRAMITAT Geefl ATee
(1) 9T G — (F) TRATSET a1, SIT il STLHAT FT SATHAT Fd 6 a18 (Asit qH &

A H AW STl o et 9 F qWd § "&taa Gwnr F e & @b o7 e &6
ST Fm

(@) T &=, FY AT G TRT T | q51 T 32 T2 ATSHE: S92 W, & a1l areana il i<
T FEARTET 0 | NI 3T At et &omeor & 39 o7 7 f0Y Suetsy 921 8, a7 g sifaw faswed & &7 §
T T @t TR fH & g 9T A S FE g

(M) T TEHRTT F ATFEHRTLT FAATHL ST ¥ SToqaT A7 AT AT &5 | qATATe 3i¥ e {qarr aame
7 Faswtoa e &7 (0T ofq § a7 UH ATl § TAhT TSR0l ZIT S arardl J7 ST (ATl &l aiea
Tt 7 TSR & % Teae aaT Sadl TSt & o ST BT ST g6t 2|
2) g g wr e ar Fewrr s ar grer s, Fefted &= | o s e -

(i) 7 7@ % Aawe #ir i,

(i) T O g e UH 9 & gare B S d sraeddhar & A §, Fad e A

Tt e afefera B s,
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)

(iif)
(iv)

(v)
(vi)
(Vi)
(viii)
(

iX)

ERUIER L

a3, w3fera av, 9o, TP S, 9w Red, e S aaiai geat
g o U e

R TgTe #F 2T,

SERGEIRK

ST S R arer &
ESERIPIE BN EEIERIE R R R E
HATIE TH AL ATl &0

o gt w1 [Aswdor ar Pt ST ar @rer s, Rt & e -

(i)
(ii)

(vi)

(vii)
(viii)

-7 FT o= g= AT gR=sHTe & Sudsy @fqa arl;

qEH ITTAHT & ATHIGT T FA 6 THT ATATal, AeAl, Al T g & aasu
TATAT |,

FSIT I AT SATFHT AT ATAT T o6 ATZT F&T ATAL o6 (a7 ATt o &,

I T ITEAT Fh ST S0 TATHT 6f THE o & H ST T ITIIFHI00 i qgaid § 90
EEESRIKICICICCICIE

TEATA el & Icadd T TEariad AT9Fd A6 § @iad G 6 93990 9;

TFATS-ULT T ITTNT, (T ASiher  [AfoFT 319 srafore qur [t siv fGredw smforg
EQRCERIRK

AT A 9T I F T TS

T G & =7 od F Aeaefia [ Susire; Fudt Mg 7 quF 7§ GSRr AT S a9
STETTIT 3T FT F o7 T80T T390 T S

o & forg fRaa & iy fafrsar -

(i

FAehdor AT @Ie S T T, UF aF § G5 6l Hed TET & U UF AR § A
g =R,

ATET e FT 9% IA e I F TETq, AT9FT A 6 A " 5 HieT & e A
e 77 T TE @IS A AR,

fAedor a7 =fqT wgel, S * o= oad Jq9d 8, § A=8l & TS5 & UAE & o0
O E T A 6l Rt S Saet g1 A $F Faa S =t giafsra e  fou
G T F FUT TR T T, Tg a5 999 21, Feveqw wtw 39, 702 2 21, 1 97
AT § AT ATRU 3T FIE 9 & ST AR F =l ¢ 92 781 M1 AT

ST T ®T ¥ AR @t AFT i 7 T9Er 7 @99 a9 ® gl S1av g, al aiea
fgr & wgi & TeE 1.5 Hiex ¥ AfgF A5l gt Arey i 150 f. 1. # wgae aF
ST Tt &1 e #3T THET 9UF & a9 AT, THE a1g, Hel & aAfeaaw 1350
Feft 1 T2 T @IRT ST FHAT & TAT THHT ITART qeae a1 | g7 7 Tl € T
ST Tt &1 S0 9% O AT ST /iRl

gieq Tl % "o § Hie@r [ gt #e a7 aqee § it oot a1 9
IR THAT &7 I1er o aT ST
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(5) o fafers AraRve TUT TAtaiE RET SUa-

(i) @ Tg & 150 Y. 7% S0 g #r ger R S i =@ v qefem AR o #
Afeehay 2 Hiex &t FAE T WS & ®7 § W A7 SO0 T 9rd g 1:2
(Featgw:afas) & afars 7gf grft o S A #7 I9: STIRT gamamr siv adt arfe & forg
o SO m)

(i)  HISET ST =92 & 1.5 Hiex &t T aF Mg a1 @ae T st /Rl

(i) ET GUE § Haq &7 & [l FT F @A Tl (AT SITUIT

(iv) rfereraw 300 T T F arel 9% 8 e & FH ATSTS ATl #e BIeT STul|

(v) St et & gl & o, af sraed s gr, a1 Sl ATerdl &l H21 6 di= 7 IS ST

(Vi) FE T Sl 9% A Ty o9 &t 1 99 F7AT 9184 §, qgi Gars Atawaq 1.5 dex i
TELTE T AT ATHITH F Tt % T q T ST AR

(vii) T Fagt st e % e Rua wffa & a2 % sl B storam ame % sy = 9 =eaw
15 e &t T, S AT srferraw 21, 9% grem

(viii) FaTE T B F LT 91 T qiRaat & qr| @iad 75t w7 5 F s smoem afy Aot
STfITe T 2T FTAT SATAT &, T 37 THia Faer Hgr i1 oed & g fagw s

(ix) WWRET % He & TGE AT Grad gt 247 Agul FfT safigr g, ar wfva g aftga 7nt i
T | =AqH 5 Hie it T 92 g ATl

(X) =HH FATAT, FRaT 7 e § T@d g0 dead & T § daaq g0 | sruferd =gaaq 10 Hie &
=T=TE % fta¥ S TZT AL GIaT ST

5. AT T&T BT

TRATSET Y=qTasH THI-THT T2 Haid T AT FIHIT GIRT TUTerd UHT SITahrr a1 ROre seqa
T ST g e #2)

(6) @M &AL T AERET HLAT-

(1) TRATSAT T&=qTas® T agre TehaT & Jreqq | UF P fafq # @\ wgi i 99 3w = a
TSI T AT TEF il HAG & AL qH HIHE TR F ALHL ATH AT I AT T AT FId H Te47
AT & @A Tg ATl TIAT T TH L& A [T &= F T § [aara H

(2) @A &7 T HHTIET ST [AFweal HT YA Feeh . agTe (ohaT SITUAT

() =T T & @oa [Ar qiry (FAEEIRT ) & 937 S0 3T 9dg d T AT
FAEIT & TF FFT ST SfiY et Ag 49 7l 8, TG GaTe F aA1 AT H qHde ]
ST FATRY ST TH A 38 T8 § T AT ATRY o I TAT A STHIA 0l Tdg il a8
T 2l

(i) AT F AT F S, RS JedTasE qrEdT F S ARG 6T T2 R S gt
T, ITAT o F@Td il GHe a1 3T TAEITT I TTHIadh €T F I g R a1 qIRIT F
AT I; T3 TTHIAh ST [ARTET TATE T TA-FGTAT T, T 0l 90T | AT FA0; AT
F ATATE H TR FA & (70 @I Glad; 3 STgT G99 3T T FATIA AT ST T
AT S AT F {oIT Tg a7 ST HA

(i) TfE &= § FArwor AT ST g AT FATAO FERT % T SUIh wTEE qre
TSATTAT &7 AT ST a9 AW & 92eel § 33T ST AR T 8T Seht Matia =7 9
Rt &t ST AR U i Sruterd g 9¥ @Id 2l A4Sl & Yiaedrad AT e

Elray

(iv) TREITSET STEqTas AT F2o A9iq T\ (TRASAT-04) & Gl #7 ITINT FT T
e, afaq Frarfafaet (et == & safa % o s @ae & gwrq (FEe ®
TATY), & Al GaATS FA | T AT THT I [*ATq FT T A SATR 6 BIEUTHN HT
farte T
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(7) amT gt wr e, Sae ar gers fi AT -

(1)  T=TaoT, a9 i T Tad G310y, Hald R s TR F o amre
g FT ITaed, Ha, GaTs d Ugdl, IHH a1 3T a7 | satesd Mt wafr
artts g gataa e o o & = aRkfae & RyiRa smaers gaieof qeer
IUTAT T &4TH TET 74T 2

(2) Ifaw oA F fore amrs e F Aewdr 31 Fad A1 @|qa At QT 99 a6
FT AT ST T Toh TohE T 27 781 g1 St 2

(3) AT ALHIY G = Tael | ATTAFT U ATEIHTLT TIA FT LA T ST 3T €A
T @l aLrh | e BT ST gt 3 & 741 UF g9 (e 1e
FAM

(4) FETOF RO 9@ ST TET % BIERTR & 979 qAAcds 9 8 Ted ol STl i
IEF TAT, TATSAT T At srafer a8t g

[F1.5. A2 U3-22/5/2024-3T=0. 111]
TS ATATA, Y qroa

feroqur- g& Afe=ET 9d F 99T § g 14 [Faay, 2006 F F1.8. 1533(37) g1 TRIid 6t 72 of
ST =9 AT § Sifa| Fenes g 29 S=adt, 2025 F 1.3, 523(37) g T 13T =m

MINISTRY OF ENIRONMENT, FORESTAND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th March, 2025

S.0. 1223(E).—WHEREAS the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment and Forests
vide notification number S.O. 1533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006, published in the Gazette of India,
Extraordinary, Part 1l, Section 3, Sub-section (ii), (hereinafter referred to as the said notification) imposed certain
restrictions on constructions of new projects or activities or expansion or modernisation of existing projects or
activities and require prior environmental clearance before undertaking such projects or activities covered under the
Schedule to the said notification;

AND WHEREAS the Central Government vide notification number S.O. 1224(E), dated the 28th March,
2020 amended the items 6 and 7 of Appendix-1X of the said notification, inter alia, to provide exemption from
obtaining the prior environmental clearance for extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth for linear
projects such as roads, pipelines, etc., and for dredging and desilting of dams, reservoirs, weirs, barrages, river and
canals for the purpose of their maintenance, upkeep and disaster management;

AND WHEREAS the National Green Tribunal, vide its order dated the 28th October, 2020 in O.A. No. 160
of 2020 titled Noble M. Paikada vs. Union of India, directed the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change to revisit the impugned notification dated the 28™ March, 2020 within three months;

AND WHEREAS in compliance of the order of the National Green Tribunal, the Central Government in
consultation with the Expert Appraisal Committee relating to the non-coal mining and river valley and hydro-electric
projects, issued an Office Memorandum dated the 8th August, 2022 to clarify the applicability of the said notification
for the excavation of ordinary earth from borrow area for linear projects and issued a standard operating procedure for
borrow area identification, its operation, safety, environmental safeguards to be observed and redevelopment and vide
another Office Memorandum dated the 12th July, 2023, issued a clarification regarding the exemption from the
requirement of prior environmental clearance provided vide notification number S.O. 1224(E), dated the 28th March,
2020 for dredging and de-silting of dams, reservoirs, weirs, barrages, river and canals for the purpose of their
maintenance, upkeep and disaster management;

AND WHEREAS the petitioner had filed a Civil Appeal No. 1628-1629/2021 titled Noble Paikada vs Union
of India and Ors., before the Supreme Court and based on the hearings in the matter, the Central Government vide
notification number S.O. 3840(E), dated the 30th August 2023 amended items 6 and 7 of Appendix-1X to the said
notification, to the effect that the exemption provided therein shall be subject to the compliance of standard operating
procedures and environmental safeguards issued in this regard from time to time and also issued an Office
Memorandum dated the 21st August, 2023, with directions to the authorities concerned to enforce the standard
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operating procedures and environmental safeguards covered in the Office Memoranda dated the 8th August, 2022 and
12 July, 2023.

AND WHEREAS the Supreme Court vide its judgment dated the 21st March 2024 in Civil Appeal Nos.
1628-1629 of 2021 titled Noble M. Paikada Vs Union of India has struck down item 6 of the Appendix-1X to the said
notification, as amended from time to time, on the grounds that the term “linear projects” is not defined and is very
vague and the process to be adopted for excavation has not been set out, thus, item 6 is a case of completely unguided
and blanket exemption which is, per se, arbitrary and violative of article 14 of the Constitution of India;

AND WHEREAS in order to address all the issues and concerns raised by the Supreme Court, a draft
notification for amending the said notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part-11, Section 3,
Sub-section (ii), vide number S.0.3099(E), dated the 2nd August, 2024, inviting objections and suggestions from all
the persons likely to be affected thereby, within a period of sixty days from the date on which copies of the Gazette
containing the said draft notification were made available to the Public;

AND WHEREAS the High Court of Kerala at Ernakulum in WP(C) No. 29810 of 2024 titled Sajeev
Sebastian and Anr. Vs. Union of India and Ors., vide order dated the 5th September, 2024 directed the Central
Government to publish the Malayalam version of the draft notification dated the 2nd August, 2024 which the Central
Government in compliance of the order of the High Court has published the Malayalam translation of the draft
notification for seeking public comments within a period of sixty days on the website of the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change and PARIVESH website;

AND WHEREAS the objections and suggestions received in response to the said notifications within the
specified period have been duly considered by the Central Government.

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2)
of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), read with sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the
Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendments in
the notification of the Government of India in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment and Forests, number
S.0.1533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006, namely:—

In the said notification, in Appendix-I1X,—
(a) for item 6 and the entries relating thereto, the following item and entries shall be substituted, namely:—

“6. Extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth for the linear projects subject to the compliance of
the conditions set out in Appendix XIV.”;

(b) after Appendix-XIll, the following Appendix shall be inserted, namely:—
‘Appendix—XIV
(See item 6 of Appendix-1X)

1. Definition of linear projects.— For the purpose of item 6 of Appendix-IX and this Appendix, “linear projects”
means the projects of slurry pipelines, oil and gas transportation pipeline, highways or laying of railway lines, which
require extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth above the threshold of 20,000 cubic metre and does not
require prior environment clearance under this notification.

2. Environmental safeguards for extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth for linear projects.—
(1) All Linear projects shall follow the standard operating procedure set out in this Appendix.

(2) The Expert Appraisal Committee shall, while granting prior environment clearance for the projects
requiring extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth, include the environmental safeguards prescribed in
this Appendix as part of the prior environmental clearance granted to them.

3. Standard operating procedure.—

(1) A Committee consisting of the following members (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) shall
decide the quantum of ordinary earth that can be extracted, sourced or borrowed for a particular project based on the
different criteria mentioned in paragraph (2) namely:—

(a) District Collector or District Magistrate or his authorised representative not below the rank of a
district level Officer, in case the project is spread in more than one sub-division, or the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (if the project is restricted to one sub-division) —Chairman;

(b) District Forest Officer or his nominee —Member;

(c) an Officer of the State Pollution Control Board authorised by the Chairman of the State Pollution
Control Board —Member;
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(d) District Mines Officer or Assistant Director or Deputy Director or Geologist —Member-
Secretary.

(2) The project proponent of the linear project, which requires extraction or sourcing, or borrowing of
ordinary earth, shall make an application in the following Form to the Committee for the required quantity of ordinary
earth.

FORM
PROFORMA FOR MAKING APPLICATION TO THE COMMITTEE

1. Details of the project—

(i) Name of the project

(if) Name of the company/ organisation

(iii) Registered address

2. Address for the correspondence—

(i) Name of the project proponent

(ii) Designation
(iii) Address
(iv) PIN code
(v) e-mail 1D
(vi) Mobile No
(vii) Fax No.

3. Type of the linear project

Location of the linear project—

(i) Plot or Survey or Khasra number
(i) Village

(iii) Tehsil

(iv) District

(v) State

(vi) PIN code

(vii) Latitudes and longitudes of the project or activity site

(viii) Survey of India Topo Sheet number

(ix) Copy of Topo Sheet

5. If project is executed in multiple States/Union territory, details thereof—

(i) Number of States/Union territory in which project will
be executed

(ii) details of all the States/Union Territory where the
project is located

6. Whether the project proposed to be located in border
states: (Yes/No) if yes details thereof

7. Location of the site(s) from where the borrow earth is to be extracted—

(i) Plot or Survey or Khasra number;
Village
Tehsil
District
State
PIN code

(ii) Latitudes and longitudes of the site

(iii) Survey of India Topo Sheet number

(iv) Copy of Topo Sheet
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(v) Distance in metre/kilometre

8. Total ordinary earth requirement (in cubic metre—
Location Type of Quantity | Distance of Mode of Method/ Equipment
material per day (In | the site of Transport used for extraction
(sand/clay/ tonnes) extraction
ordinary from the
earth) project site
where the
material shall
be used (in
kms)
Site 1
Site 2
Site 3
9. Total number of borrow pits
10. Planned length of haul roads (m)
11. Avrea of land earmarked for stockpile (sqm)
12, Details of stacking arrangement along with safeguards
13. If forest land involved: Yes/No
(i) Date of in-principle (Stage-1) approval,
(ii) Area diverted
(i) If final (Stage-I1) approval obtained and file number
14, (i) Tree cutting, if any
(i) No. of trees cut for the project (if forest land not
involved); and
(i) details of tree cutting and planting of trees
15. (i) Present land use breakup in Ha
(ii) Agriculture area
(iii) Waste/barren area
(iv) Grazing/community area;
(v) Surface water bodies
(vi) Settlements
(v) Industrial
(vi) Forest
(vii) Mangroves
(viii) Marine area
(ix) Others (specify)
(x) Total
16. Land ownership pattern (prior to the proposed extraction of borrow earth) in Hactare [Forest land;

Private land; Government land; revenue land; other land; Total Land]—

(i) Owned or leased

(ii) If owned, details thereof
(attach proof of ownership)

(i) If leased, details thereof
(attach agreement with owner as Annexure)
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(iv) Layout plan (attach drawings as Annexure)

17. In case of linear project being located in Coastal
Regulation Zone area—

(i) Recommendation of State Coastal Zone Management
Authority

(ii) Copy of the Coastal Regulation Zone clearance for the
linear project

18. Details of reclamation: Total afforestation plan
19. Ecological and environmental sensitivity (within 10 Km of site of borrow earth extraction)—
(i) Details of Ecological Sensitivity ‘
Details of ecological Name Distance from the Remarks
sensitivity site (Km)

Ecological sensitivity: (critically polluted area, severely polluted area, protected area, eco sensitive
zones, wildlife corridors, etc.)

(if) Name of the project proponent

Signature
Date

(3) The Committee shall examine the application on the criteria set out in paragraph 4 and shall inform the
project proponent about the permissible quantity of ordinary earth which can be extracted from one or more identified
sites within forty-five days from the date of receipt of the application.

4. Criteria for environmental safeguards.—

(1) General safeguards.— (a) The project proponent shall identify the borrow area locations in consultation
with the individual owners in case of private lands and the Department concerned in case of Government lands after
assessing suitability of the material.

(b) The borrow area shall not be from agricultural or cultivable land and it shall be preferably from barren
land, silted ponds and other Government lands and in case the earth from those land is not available for any reason the
earth from agricultural or cultivable land may be obtained only as a last option.

(c) If the Government’s authorities are creating or developing ponds and water bodies especially in a water
stressed or scarce area, then, in such cases, the borrowed earth of those ponds or water bodies can be used by the user
agencies of highways sector for the purposes of embankments.

(2) The extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth is to be avoided on the following areas.—
(i) lands close to toe line;

(ii) irrigated agricultural lands and in case of necessity for borrowing from such lands, the topsoil shall
be preserved in stockpiles;

(iif) grazing lands;

(iv) up to one kilometre from environmentally sensitive areas such as reserve forests, protected forests,
sanctuary, National parks, conservation reserve, wetlands

(v) unstable hillsides;
(vi) water-bodies;
(vii) streams and seepage areas;
(viii) areas supporting rare plants and animal species;
(ix) areas with predominant soft rocks.
(3) The extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth shall be in the following order.—

(i) cut material available from other road construction projects nearby;



14

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(ii)]

(if) from dredging operations of ponds, lakes, rivers and canals after approval from the competent
authority;

(iif) from barren land or land without tree cover outside the road right of way;

(iv) by excavating land and creating new water tanks or ponds as choice of land owner and in
concurrence of local authority;

(v) from excavation of proposed culverts and reuse of cut materials with in proposed right of way;

(vi) use of fly-ash, inert solid waste from the secured landfills and use of construction and demolition
waste;

(vii) granulated sludge from wastewater treatment plants;

(viii) from agricultural land subject to the condition that the productive top-soil is stored separately
and its reuse for plantation and agriculture.

(4) Specification of area fixed for extraction.—

(i) extraction or borrowing pits should be rectangular in shape with one side parallel to the centre line
of the road;

(ii) no extraction or borrowing pits should be dug within 5 m of the edge of the right of way, after
making due allowance for future development;

(iii) extraction or borrowing pits where other conditions permit, should be well drained to prevent the
breeding of mosquitoes and to ensure efficient drainage, the bed level of the borrow pits should, as far as
possible, slope down progressively towards the nearest cross drain, if any, and should not be lower than the
bed of the cross drain.

(iv) when it becomes necessary to borrow earth from temporarily acquired cultivable lands, the depth
of the borrow pits should not exceed 1.5 m and the top soil to a depth of 150 mm should be stripped and
stacked aside, thereafter, soil may be dug out to a further depth not exceeding 1350 mm and used in
forming the embankment and the top soil should then be spread back on the land.

(v) The Guidelines or Standard Operating Procedure as laid down in the extant construction codes or
manuals regarding Borrow pits shall be adhered to.

(5) Site Specific Measures and environmental safeguards.—

(i) A 150 mm topsoil will be stripped off from the borrow pit and this will be stored in stockpiles in a
secured designated area for height not exceeding 2 m and side slopes not steeper than 1:2 (Vertical:
Horizontal) and the top soil shall be re-used for plantation and cultivation etc.

(ii) Borrowing of earth will be carried out up to a depth of 1.5 m from the existing ground level
(iii) Borrowing of earth will not be done continuously throughout the stretch.

(iv) Ridges of not less than 8 m widths will be left at intervals not exceeding 300 m.

(v) Small drains will be cut through the ridges, if necessary, to facilitate drainage.

(vi) At location where private owners desire their fields to be levelled, the borrowing shall be done to a
depth of not more than 1.5 m or up to the level of surrounding fields.

(vii) Borrow area near to any surface water body will be at least at a distance of 15 m from the toe of the
bank or high flood level, whichever is maximum.

(viii) Borrow pits located near settlements will be re-developed immediately after borrowing is
completed. If spoils are dumped, that will be covered with a layer of stockpiled topsoil.

(ix) Borrow pits along the alignment shall be discouraged. If unavoidable the borrow pit should be
minimum 5 m distance away from the edge of the Right of Way.

(x) Also, no pit shall be dug within the offset width from the toe of the embankment required as per the
consideration of stability with a minimum width of 10 m.

5. Submission of information.—

The project proponent shall, from time to time, as may be required by the Central Government or the Committee
furnish such information or report as it may direct.
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6. Re-development of borrow areas.—

(1) The project proponent shall return the borrow pit sites to a safe and secure area, which the general public
should be able to safely enter by securing borrow pits in a stable condition through rehabilitation process and by
filling the borrow pit approximately to the road surface in a progressive manner

(2) The borrow areas will be rehabilitated by exercising suitable options as follows;—

(i) Borrow pits will be backfilled with rejected construction wastes (unserviceable materials) compacted
and will be given a turfing or vegetative cover on the surface and where it is not possible, then excavation
slope should be smoothened, and depression is filled in such a way that it looks more or less like the original
ground surface.

(if) during works execution, the project proponent shall ensure preservation of trees during piling of
materials; spreading of stripping material to facilitate water percolation and allow natural vegetation growth;
re-establishment of previous natural drainage flows; improvement of site appearance; digging of ditches to
collect runoff; and plantation may be carried out wherever feasible or pit may be developed for water storage;

(iii) appropriate endemic plant species for the planting programme should be selected in consultation
with the local Forest Department if the area is to be afforested and they should be regularly monitored, and
mortality replacement be carried out as and when required;

(iv) The project proponent shall keep record of photographs of various stages i.e., before using materials
from the location (pre-project), for the period borrowing activities (construction phase) and after
rehabilitation (post development), to ascertain the pre and post borrowing status of the area.

7. Monitoring of extraction, sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth.—

(1) The Central Government in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change shall carry out
periodic monitoring before, during, and after extraction, sourcing, borrowing of ordinary earth for the linear project to
ensure that the necessary environmental safeguards have been put in place as set out in this Appendix.

(2) The extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth for the linear project shall be monitored till the
extraction is carried out.

(3) An officer authorised in this behalf by the Central Government shall inspect the site and provide a closure
report after ensuring the site has been redeveloped satisfactorily.

(4) The closure report shall be submitted along with comparative pre and post photographs and thereafter, the
monitoring of the project shall not be required.’.

[F. No. 1A3-22/5/2024-1A.111]
RAJAT AGARWAL, Jt. Secy.

Note.—The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, vide number S.O. 1533(E), dated the
14th September, 2006 and was last amended vide the notification number S.0. 523(E), dated the 29th January, 2025.
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